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DECLARATION OF ROGER BRUCE HARDING 

Hon. Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

I, Roger Bruce Harding, of 9196 Bniton Parish Cove, Memphis, Tennessee 
38133, hereby declare as follows: 
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1 . I have been employed at Buckeye Technologies, Inc. and its predecessor 
since 1983 and a research manager since September 1996. Currently, my responsibilities include 
managing all cellulose ethers research at Buckeye Technologies, Inc. 

2. Upon infoi-mation ajid belief, more than one year before tlie earliest 
efTective filing date of the above-idenlitled application, i.e., April 26, 1999, Buckeye 
Technologies Inc. sold mercerized and dried cellulose pulp derived from southern softwood kraft 
wood to a customer. 

3. Upon information and belief, the cellulose pulp sold had a TAPPI 230 om- 
89 viscosity between 10.4 and 1 1.2 cP, a solubility in 10% sodium hydroxide as determined by 
ASTM D 1696-95 of less than 2.3%, and a solubilit)' in 18% sodium hydroxide as determined by 
ASTM D 1696-95 of less than 1.3%. 

4. Upon information and belief, the cellulose pulp was prehydrolyzed and 

bleached with elemental chlorine. 

5. Upon information and belief, the customer used tlie cellulose pulp in the 
production of hydroxyethyl cellulose. 

6- I fijithcr declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that wilfiil felse statements and the like so 
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made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United Stales Code and thai such wilful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
present application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Dated: 




Roger Bruce Harding 
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